
 

 
 
GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY CONFERENCE, 26TH TO 
28TH NOVEMBER 2018, KENYATTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE 
(KICC), NAIROBI-KENYA 
 
MTCC-AFRICA SIDE EVENT - 27 NOVEMBER 2018 11:00HRS TO 13:00HRS 
 
SPEECH BY MRS NANCY KARIGITHU, CBS, PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, STATE 
DEPARTMENT FOR SHIPPING AND MARITIME AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 
On behalf and the Government of Kenya, it is my delight to have each and 
every one of you here today on this very important event, for the benefit of 
the entire world. 
 
This Global Sustainable Blue Economy Conference is the trigger for further 
play and trade in the maritime shipping industry. However, that business and 
trade must henceforth be ethical and prudent. For Developing Countries 
(DCs) in particular, we must purpose that our entry and expansion of 
participation in the Blue Economy needs to be “green” right from the start. 
 
Compliance with laws such as the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), has a necessary cost which we 
all appreciate. At MEPC73 where many of you attended, more ambitious 
targets were set and implementation dates brought forward such as those of 
Sulphur 2020. 



 

 
However, the fact that compliance has a cost will no longer be a basis for 
continued pollution and destruction through our operations in 
maritime shipping. This is because the parties to the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) Convention have willingly adopted the ambitious and 
mandatory targets, which beyond 2020 will be difficult for any organization 
to profit from in business and breach at the same time. 
 
Fellow Delegates 
As you are already aware, most Developed Countries have a robust maritime 
and shipping industry. 
 
On the other hand, statistics from developing countries such as those in 
Africa tell a very different story and paint an interesting unique picture. 
 
For example, Africa has a land mass of 20.3% of the total globe. Its population 
is 16.64% and increasing at 2.52% per year. Those statistics need to be seen 
as positive attributes that point to an immense resource base. 
 
Unfortunately, Africa global trade by value is only 2.7%. Our maritime exports 
are only 7%. Our maritime imports are only 5%. 
 
In other words, Developing Countries have vast resources which remain 
untapped. This reality from the perspective of a business person, is very 
attractive because it provides limitless opportunities for constant growth 
over the next few decades. 
 
Investing in the maritime shipping industry therefore will be an opportunity 
to wake the sleeping giants in the Developing World. I welcome you to seize 
this golden opportunity while the goodwill is resident in the Blue Economy. 
 
However, as we embrace the opportunities, we will have to do this 
sustainably by leveraging growth prospects in the Blue Economy, making use 
of the abundant low-cost labour, establishing businesses along the various 
coasts, taking advantage of the expected robust economic growths, 
capitalizing on the demographic dividend by increasing seafarers, 
strengthening maritime institutions and growing investment and financing 
commitments in maritime shipping industry. 
 
 



 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Following the signing of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change of 2015, 
Developing Countries are now in the process of adopting energy efficient 
processes and cleaner operations that produce lower quantities of harmful 
emissions and green house gases (GHGs). 
 
Locally, this greening of our maritime ports and shipping was recently 
boosted when Kenya became the host of the Maritime Technology Co-
operation Centre (MTCC-Africa). We are grateful to the European Union who 
are financing its operations over a three-year period. We are also happy to 
continue working hand in hand with the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) whose technical assistance is invaluable. 
 
Fellow Delegates 
Compliance with MARPOL and other green and sustainability laws is very 
expensive for developing countries whose economies are emerging. Not only 
do we have to comply with the stringent rules of entry and play, but we also 
have to purchase these new cleaner technologies sometimes at high prices. 
 
It is therefore our plea to the European Union, IMO, multilaterals and donors, 
to make deliberate efforts to support developing countries as they seek to 
work and trade green in the maritime shipping industry. 
 
As I conclude, 
It is my hope, that before the end of this Sustainable Blue Economy 
Conference, IMO and MTCC-Africa in particular, will be able to get into 
collaborative partnerships and commitments that will enable us operate 
sustainably in an affordable manner that does not place undue burden on our 
social-economic fabric.  
 
Thank you. 
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